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OUR NEW
IDENTITY
Well – what a year it has been since our last
newsletter!
So many of you have been so generous and
this has enabled us to do so much for all of the
families.
Our support area consists of five main areas
within the East Sussex, Brighton and Hove
catchment area.
These areas are:
1 – Hastings,
2 – Eastbourne,
3 – Uckfield,
4 – Seaford and Newhaven,
5 – Brighton and Hove.
It is our intention to do local events near to the
families in these areas as this has two effects –
it puts money back into a community where
the money came from and it also allows us to
put the families of that area together. This then
helps them to build up relationships, which in
turn makes them realise that they are not alone
whilst going through the traumas that cancer
treatment can bring.

STAFFING
We couldn’t do what we do today without our
wonderful staff and the ethos of CWCF has
always been to maintain two bank accounts –
one for the day-to-day family wishes, holidays,
etc. that people donate money to us for, and
one for the staff we now need to run the charity.
The money we are given for the children still
mainly goes to ‘the children’ and we have a
second bank account for the wages of our
lovely staff that help with organising the events,
researching the wishes, booking the holidays and
the general things that need to be done when
it comes to running a charity and mainly comes
from grants and fundraising. The staffing costs
are something we could really do with some help
with. We are presently looking for individuals,
companies or groups to adopt a member of staff.
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It costs us £144 a week to employ a member
of staff and if any one of you out there could
sponsor a member of staff for a week or more, or
do a fundraising event, this would then help to
pay for a week’s wages? We don’t want to use the
money donated to us for the wishes and we are
working hard to get grants to cover the costs, but
we would love to hear from you if you could help.

NEW LOGO
Some people have asked - “Why have you
changed your logo?”. The simple answer is purely
for the fact that we didn’t own the previous one
– it belonged to Microsoft and anything that we
sold with that logo on could have meant that
we would have had to pay them commission.
The new logo is all ours, so we made the swap
and now, if we sell a wrist band for a pound
- we get to keep the pound! Hope you approve.

FUNDRAISING
CWCF are always looking for volunteers to
support us with all sorts of things, especially
weekend fundraising. We are also running the
‘Run-to-Run’ down the Cuckoo Trail, Polegate in
May, but if you are reading this after that date we
still have a lot of events to cover. If you would like
to know more about doing some fundraising or
volunteering, then please give the office a ring
on 01323 488561.
CWCF has come a tremendously long way and
we are always trying to do the best for our cancer
families in East Sussex, Brighton and Hove.
As we have grown we have taken on more Trustees
to help with specific jobs. Again, a little bit by many
helps us to carry on doing what we like doing best
– and that is to put a smile on the faces of those less
fortunate and going through cancer with a child.
So, thank you for your support, let’s have
another fun-filled year!

Chris Downton
Founder

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

AIMS

WHO WE ARE!

Our aim is to grant wishes to children up to the age
of eighteen, and their families, who have/have had
cancer and who primarily live in East Sussex, Brighton
and Hove. Wishes can be practical, medical or fun and
made to individual families as well as supporting a
group together by giving them quality family time.
We can also support local hospitals/community nurses
who assist in the care of the children under our remit.

CWCF is a registered charity. We are supported by
many, we are not religious based, yet we are supported
by many of the local churches. We are not politically
minded, yet all the various parties have made small
donations in different ways. We are not directed by
ourselves. We are directed by the wishes and guidance
of the families and nurses that we support. BUT without
your support we could not have that direction. So to
all those that give CWCF our direction THANK YOU, plus
those that believe in our dream - to help children and their
families who are suffering, or have suffered, from cancer.

ABOUT US
CWCF was formed in July 1998 and is a small group with
the main thought being to enable the children, and
families of the children with cancer, to have a quality
of life that we would hope to have ourselves. Most of
the time it means giving them treats or buying them
something they have missed out on, normally due to the
fact that their money has been spent fighting the illness
or burning up petrol going to and fro to the hospital for
treatment.

WISHES
Most of our referrals come directly to us through the
community nurses and hospitals who are treating
the child. After we have introduced ourselves we
have a talk with the family about their wishes.
Over the years we have gone from strength to
strength granting wishes such as laptops, trips,
theatre breaks, football tickets, bedroom makeovers,
providing cookers, dishwashers – the list goes on.
In addition to individual wishes we now annually
take a number of families away for a short break, over
recent years to the Isle of Wight. We also have two tenberth caravans where families go on holiday, this as
well as numerous outings for all our families, which, in
particular gives them the opportunity to get together
with others going through similar experiences and
where they are able to build friendships and support
networks.
However, the only reason we have been able to do this
is because “you” the local community have supported us
so well. But we say we get the best “bit”, and that is the
“bit” no money can buy: the granting of wishes.
Sometimes a simple thing like a Lego kit has lit up the eyes
of a child like having a million pounds could never do.
But! We couldn’t do it without you, so to all who
read this a BIG, BIG THANK YOU from CWCF.
Reg Charity No: 1110644
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

INTRODUCTION
TO NEW FAMILIES
When we receive a new referral, the first thing we do
is to send the family an “Introductory Letter” about
CWCF and with it we enclose our “Family Newsletter”
which tells them all about our programme of events
for the year. On top of this we also include a £50
voucher and, if appropriate, a £100 annual parking
permit for the London Hospitals.
Why do we respond in this way? The reason being
is that when a family is told that their child has cancer
their world falls apart. However, they still need to
be able to get to the hospital, park the car, and the
rest of the family still needs to eat and pay the bills.
So, by doing what we do we have tried to cover some,
if only a few, of the practicalities. The voucher can be
used for petrol or food and the parking permit means
that the family doesn’t have to pay for some very
expensive car parking charges.
The responses we had back when we first
started doing this were very positive with a lot of
“Thank You’s” by way of e-mails and telephone calls,
telling us how very useful this is.
We have therefore continued to give families this
little boost to help them when they first need it.

ARE YOU FREE FOR
10 MINUTES?
We are looking for people
to deliver our newsletter to
their own street/road. We are
not asking you to do loads,
just your local area. If you are
interested, please contact us on
01323 488561 or e-mail us please.
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CHRISTMAS WISHING WELL
IN THE BEACON SHOPPING CENTRE
Spare coins donated by shoppers
to the Wishing Well in the Beacon
Centre over the Christmas period
raised a wonderful £2,200 for
CWCF. Thank you to everyone
who found time to think of others
during this busy period. This will
really make a difference to the
things we are able to do.
Chris Downton, from Children
with Cancer, (pictured) said:
“Every penny raised will be
spent on helping families so we
are very grateful to everyone
who donated their spare coins
at Christmas.”

PENTACLE DRUMMERS
When 600 people from all over
the country gathered to watch
the Wassail celebrations outside
the Royal Oak Pub, Pevensey,
they were treated to a wonderful
display by The Pentacle Drummers.
This was to make as much noise
as possible to wake up the
trees and scare away evil spirits.
Pentacle drummer Greg said
“I think we woke up all the trees
in Sussex. It certainly woke up
all the gatherers as they raised
£728.80 for CWCF. Thank you for
your continued support.”

Alfie’s
Wishes

We were happy to give Alfie and
his family their wishes and put
a smile on their faces. Alfie will
enjoy his DVD player and Leo
was delighted with his scooter.
Dad will be choosing what to
buy with his Sports
Direct voucher and
Mum can have
a well deserved
treatment at a
local beauty salon.

Zoe’s Visit

Zoe visited Polegate School
assembly and was presented
with money raised by Year 4
pupils who designed and sold
Christmas cards and stamps.
She was able to tell the children
where their money is being
spent to help our families.
Well done Polegate Primary
School, a big thank you.

PUMP KIN
A huge 17kg pumpkin was
grown locally and donated
to raise money for us at
Streetons Newsagents in
Polegate. The lucky winner
was Zoe and her family
who guessed the nearest
weight of 16.7kg.
Thank you for the £31.64.
4
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CWCF WERE ABLE
TO GRANT
H’S FAMILY SOME WISHES

As you can see from the e-mail at the end of this
article, the wishes went down well for this family.
They had the Cookery course, a slide for the
garden and Dad got his dream tickets to see Man
United play against Brighton. Mum on the other
hand wanted a bike, as she is the only one without
one, which we got her and now the whole family
can go out for rides together. On top of this the

QUAD BIKE
CWCF were so pleased to help
‘D’ have his wish of a quad bike.
Should he need a mechanic
he has his Dad there with his
wish of tools. Mum was able to
enjoy a relaxing spa treatment
while his sister’s wish was for
shopping vouchers.
All these were made
possible by the
support that we
receive from all
our sponsors.

older children wanted a trip to Chessington and
the parents wanted to be able to take ‘H’ to Peppa
Pig World as he loves watching it on TV.
“These sort of wishes make
memories for the families and
that’s what it is all about.
Thank you for helping us to make
these memories”.

Ethan
Ethan’s family were delighted with
all the wishes that they received.
‘You certainly have lifted our spirits.
Just wanted to say a huge thank
you to you all and to your generous
sponsors’.
Building the Lego Big Ben was
a massive project but as you can
see it’s given Ethan
a lot of pleasure
and the laptop has
helped immensely
with his school work.

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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GILDREDGE
HOUSE SCHOOL
At the beginning of
Term 6, Lower School
students were invited
to take part in a
SUNFLOWER
GROWING
COMPETITION,
with all monies
raised going to
THE CHILDREN
WITH CANCER FUND.
For a £2.00 entry fee,
students received a
starter pot and
a sunflower seed.
On 21st June the
children submitted
photographs of the
sunflower next to a
tape measure to
verify the height.
The winner of the
tallest sunflower
was announced at the
FRIENDS OF GILDREDGE
SUMMER FAIR in June.
Stanley, in Year 3, grew
his sunflower to 105cm
in height and received
an Apple iPad in
celebration of his
winning sunflower.
Stanley has put his
success down to his
grandfather’s good soil!
A cheque for £318.00
was donated
to the charity.
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Twelve
of
our
CWCF Mums met
in Brighton for a
relaxing spa. For that
time the focus was
on them enjoying
the chance to chat
with other Mums.
This can only happen
because we have such wonderful
support. Thank you to all
our supporters.
Some of the emails and facebook
comments about the pamper
session were:
“I hope all the Mums enjoyed
the spa afternoon. I felt it was a
great success as all the Mums were
chatting about their children’s
treatments and giving lots of
advice, as a few of us have been
through it and come out the other
side. The spa fell over backwards to
make sure we had everything we
needed. We are all going to meet
up again as we all got on very well”.
‘Thank you so much for the
wonderful pampering day at
Uniquely Organic... it was a real

treat, but also it was
so lovely to meet
other Mums and have
the chance to talk’.
‘It can sometimes
be very isolating
when dealing with
our children’s health
needs, and it just
felt good to chat to others who
can understand the huge
implications that affect so
much of our daily lives, and just
feel heard.’
‘Just wanted to say an absolute
huge thank you to CWCF for
making today possible and to
Clare Coltherd for hosting! It was
very relaxing and was wonderful
to see so many new faces and
share some inspiration, strength
and give each other some time
and reflection. It was awesome’.
‘Thank you Clare
for arranging the
pamper afternoon.
It was lovely to
meet everyone
today’. xx

HERE’S OUR STORY

We were contacted by CWCF when our
little girl was 5yrs old at the time of her
diagnosis (2016). She was diagnosed with
a rare form of Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
They were our first link to connect with
other families going through childhood
cancer. They gave us the opportunities
through their social events to mix and
share our story with other families that
understood what we were going through and how we were feeling
and able to discuss treatments and all things hospital, medicines,
etc. Chris and Ursula made us feel very welcome and helped us
connect with other local families.
CWCF have granted us three wishes that have given us some
happy smiles and happy memories through the cabin
retreat wish that they granted.
Without CWCF we would never have met other
families that we can chat and compare stories
with and also receive and give advice and support.
The Thomas family.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

WHAT A
LOVELY PICTURE
R AT TO N S C H O O L
Once again the Globe Community
made CWCF their chosen
charity. Over the years of
support they have done the
most amazing fundraising
things you can think of to
support us, from cake sales
through to a “balance the
money on a lemon” game.
But all these games have
been FUN and they have
raised thousands for us.
We have used the money to
grant wishes like a Knockhatch
day for the families, and even
covered the costs of individual
wishes for some of our children.

A MASSIVE THANK YOU
to everyone at Ratton for
supporting CWCF.

As you can see Khodi is a very
happy boy with his annual
voucher for Drusillas Park.
Also, he now has a mini iPad
which he can use in the Marsden.
Mum is looking
forward to her spa
treatment. Thank you
to all our sponsors
for making this
possible.

Family wishes

Willingdon Community School

Christmas Fair

ROLLER
ROY
Once again 83 year-old Roy
Wishes are for all the family and
this family got their wishes.
Peppa Pig World tickets, cinema
tickets, a meal out and a football
kit #chelseafc.
Thank you everyone
who helped us to
make these wishes
come true for such a
lovely family.

Payton has donated to our fund,
this time a great £300.
‘Roller Roy’ attended the
Ladies’ Lunch Club at the Grand
Hotel to give a talk about his life.
The forty ladies present were
very interested to hear his story
and to learn that his inspiration
and motivation for raising funds
for CWCF is in memory of his late
daughter Deborah.
Well done Roy!

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

Willingdon Community School
invited us to their Christmas Fair.
It was a very cold, bright day
and luckily we were indoors.
It was well attended and we
had a toy and teddy tombola,
as well as the naming of the
cuddly bear. He went home to
the winner who chose Ziggy as
the name that suited him best.
A magnificent sum of £60
was raised.
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“PENNY / LOOSE
CHANGE POTS”

Our new “Penny/Loose
Change Pots” have
arrived! If you would like
one please let us know.

This is from the Eastbourne Bowls Club

Wow!!! A HUGE thank you to Victoria Drive and Eastbourne
Ladies Bowling Club for their donation of £18,000! Thank you so
much, your donation is very much appreciated. This will make a
real difference to our families.

MEADS SCOUTS
We thank Meads and 1st Anderida Scout Group
who presented Chris with a cheque raised by a
sponsored walk. Well done to you all.

LOTTBRIDGE GOLF CLUB

Many thanks to the Lottbridge Golf Club who
presented Chris with a cheque raised by The
Seniors Section. This will go towards an event for
the children. Well done!

VERITY LODGE

A huge thank you Verity Lodge and Grand Central for
their fantastic donation which we are putting towards
the Butlin’s breaks that we give to our families.

A.R.I. Fleet Services
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A.R.I. Fleet Services have a charity fund into which
they donate a percentage of their income from
work that Newhaven Car Services do for them.
CWCF were luckily nominated and through their
generosity we can continue to organise the events
that are so important for bringing families together.
What a wonderful team.
Thank you from all at CWCF.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

In November Chris, Ursula,
Jess, Chloe and Jack took some
families of 13-18 year olds that
we support to the Royal Pavilion
Ice Rink for a fantastic ice skating
session followed by a delicious
meal at the rink-side restaurant.
The children had an amazing
time and there were smiles all
round. The parents also got the
chance to meet over coffee and
snacks whilst the children were
skating. It was a truly wonderful
event and was amazing to see everyone having
so much fun.
This event was all thanks to the support of the
‘Chalk Cliff Trust’ who sponsor our 13-18 events.

THE SUSSEX
GHOSTBUSTERS
kindly raised £120 at
the Halloween Weekend
at Michelham Priory
and continue to support
us by coming to events we
put on during the year.
Thank you for your
continued support.

A team from CWCF went to
Tesco in Lottbridge Drove,
Eastbourne and offered to
help pack shopping bags. The
customers were delighted
wih this help and there were
collection boxes for donations
at each checkout. There was a
lovely atmosphere for our
team to work in.
A special ‘Thank you’ to Tesco
for inviting us there. The
money raised will help our
families in a difficult time.

TEN PIN BOWLING

WHAT DOES IT TAKE
TO RAISE MONEY
FOR CWCF ?

An empty whisky bottle on the
bar and a lovely lady artist.
That’s the combination it took
to raise £890 for CWCF at The
Eastbourne Working Men’s Club.
Then John pops up with £10 to
round the total up to £900. Thank
you everyone for your support.

We would just like to say a
very Big Thank You to Jess
and the CWCF 13-18 year
old team for today at what used
to be David Lloyd. Josh enjoyed
bowling, even though the boys
lost against girls, just losing by 10
points. He also came out sweating
from laser quest. They enjoyed the
food, the Ben and Jerry’s ice cream
and drinks. Thanks for looking after
the Mums and Dads too with drinks
and food. You are very special
people who looked
after us all today,
and we are very
grateful.
Love Joshua
Debs and Mike xxx

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

The Devonshire Club

The Devonshire Club has been
a supporter of CWCF for many
years and Chris went there to
give an update of our charity.
Thank you for your continued
interest in our work, without
support like yours we would not
be able to help so many families.
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It may not be nice outside in February, but
when you are sat in the Hailsham Pavilion
Theatre admiring the splendour, then it can
rain outside all it wants.
This year, thanks to the Mathews family
who sponsored this event for our
CWCF families, we were able
to put on a private showing
of the Greatest Showman,
where the families were
welcomed by the greatest
man on the day (Thanks Bruce).
They were treated to sweets
and drinks by the Theatre
and at the end of the show
thanks to our kind friends at
More Radio, we were able to give
everyone who attended a treat.

Hair Raising
Two young boys named Harry
and Ezra took on the extremely
brave challenge of shaving their
hair off in aid of Children with
Cancer Fund. An absolutely
fantastic amount of money was
raised, totalling over £3200!
This will go such a long way
for CWCF and will help us to
continue bringing families
together who are going through
cancer in East Sussex. A huge
thank you and well done boys!

Antique
&
Valuation Fair
OCTOBER 27th

AT WILLINGDON
COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Broad Road • Willingdon
Loads of stalls
Your Antiques valued
with Food & Drinks
available all day

STALLS AVAILABLE

ring the office for details
01323 488561

10

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

Chris and Chloe travelled up to London to do a
talk about Children with Cancer Fund for the staff
at Galliard Healthcare who have chosen us to be
their Charity of the Year 2019. After being greeted
by lots of friendly faces and a delicious sandwich
lunch, Chris began the talk by introducing the
charity, saying who we are and where the money
goes. He then passed over to Chloe who shared
her story about being supported by CWCF whilst
going through blood cancer. Chris and Chloe
received a fantastic response from each of the
staff members with many of them stating their
excitement to be working with us over the year.
Another amazing opportunity for Children with
Cancer Fund and a huge thank you to Galliard
Healthcare for choosing to support us!

ACE EVENTS LADIES NIGHT
Chloe and one of our amazing
volunteers named Paula ran a stall for
CWCF at Polegate Community Centre
Ladies Night organised by Ace Events.
CWCF’s stall had a range of goods on
offer including beautiful faux flower
arrangements, light-up bottles and
even guess the amount of chocolate
in the jar!
It was a very enjoyable night for all
and a fantastic way of raising funds
for Children with Cancer Fund
– thank you Ace Events for having us
and to Identity of Westham for the
new pop-up banners!

Recently, Chloe and Jack attended
The Tyrian Masonic Lodge’s black
tie dinner event at the View Hotel in
Eastbourne. President of the Tyrian
Lodge Michael Walker has kindly
chosen Children with Cancer Fund as
the Charity of the Year 2019, which
is another wonderful opportunity for
the charity. During the evening, Chloe
gave a talk about her own experience of
being supported by the charity after being
diagnosed with blood cancer in 2013.
It was a fantastic evening with a three
course meal, DJ and raffle, with all
proceeds going to CWCF. A huge
thank you to Michael Walker and the
Tyrian Lodge for once again choosing
to support our charity.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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CHATSWORTH
LODGE

Katie, the owner of ‘Brighton Pearl Parties by the Sea’ kindly donated
20% of her September profits to CWCF in memory of her niece.
Katie and her family are grateful for the support CWCF gave them.
Katie makes beautiful sterling silver and silver plated jewellery and
keyrings. Thank you for your generous donation of £130.

CWCF run lots of events for our
families, but many of them are
for the more active children and
so we try to organise different
outings which are suitable for
less mobile children.
One Saturday afternoon our
CWCF families had a lovely
creative time at Masterpiece
Studios, Holmes Hill. We were
able to paint our choice of
plates, money boxes, mugs,
etc. and we were helped with
advice on colours and designs.
It was great fun and it also
gave Mums and Dads the
opportunity of sitting around
together catching up on
their news.
We were also
spoilt with a
fantastic array
of cakes and
lots of juice.

WOW! What a Ladies Night it was!
An amazing total sum of £1,400
was raised by the Worshipful
Master and the Sussex Masonic HQ
for CWCF. Thank you so much the money will be used for events
for our families.

VERITY LODGE

Each year CWCF put on loads
of family events and thanks to
Verity Lodge this year has been
no different. Lots of laughs,
fun and friendships have been
made thanks to their donation.
You are all amazing!

Eastbourne Borough Council
raised £5,000 through a metal
recycling scheme and they
kindly donated it to CWCF.

Café also bought tickets.
Prior to Christmas the team in Holmes
On the day some people came
Hill Furniture decided to hold a raffle
along to watch the draw and enjoy
– but not just ‘any old raffle’.
the lovely nibbles Holmes Hill
They asked their suppliers for
Furniture supplied. Others were
donations of prizes and they
lucky enough to get ‘the phone call’
were inundated with hundreds
Furniture
saying they had won a prize.
of pounds worth of lovely
A big thank you to everyone who helped in
prizes, including solid wood furniture!
Not only their own customers, but customers any way, this is a huge help in funding the work
from Masterpiece Studios and Happy Days we can do for our families.

Holmes Hill
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ROYAL ALEXANDRA
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
We are so happy to have received this photo
from the cancer children team at Royal Alexandra
Children’s Hospital in Brighton. CWCF donated
these items to the hospital for all the brave children
in their care to use during their stay. We hope to
bring a smile to their faces.
CWCF were pleased to be asked by
the Polegate W.I. to go along to one
of their meetings. Chris was delighted
POLEGATE
to meet all of the ladies and talk about
how the charity came to be, and how we are
planning for the future. A very enjoyable time.
Thank you for having us.

We were so lucky to have such a
wonderful collection of Easter eggs
donated for our Knockhatch event
from Bannatyne’s and More Radio
listeners. Yes, we were happy bunnies!

Bannatyne
EASTBOURNE

CWCF had a bucket
collection in the
Co-op at Cophall

The Polegate Co-op at the Cophall roundabout
kindly allowed us to have a cake sale with a
bucket collection in their store.
We raised a lot of cash and are very grateful
to have had the opportunity of raising funds
and also making more people aware of who we
are and what we do for our families.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

13

CWCF

Bournmkous th
Brea

DURLEY DEAN
HOTEL
“We had a really
wonderful time at the
Durley Dean Hotel”.
“We would like
to thank everyone
at CWCF for
providing us this
opportunity,
we hope to
stay again
another year!”

“We love being able
to stay in the caravan”

HOLIDAYS
2018
In 2018 we offered our
families the opportunity of
a week’s holiday (6 weeks in
total) at both Butlins Bognor
Regis and The Durley Dean
Hotel in Bournemouth in
addition to our two caravans
at Combe Haven and a
week’s break on the Isle of
Wight. As you can imagine
the response was amazing
and we had to carry out a
draw for each venue. Our
families who took up any of
the holidays had a great time.
We are hoping that in 2019
we are able offer more weeks
at Butlins and Bournemouth
as well as our caravans which
have 30 weeks’ availability
each and also our Isle of
Wight holiday.
This is all made possible
because of the wonderful
support from everyone who
donates and sponsors CWCF,
you have given something
very special to our families.

Havingimae
great t
“We all had a great time
at Butlins”

“It was a lovely break
together and we are most
grateful to you all at
CWCF for such an amazing
treat”

“I cannot thank you
enough for this lovely
time away.
It has been just what
we needed”

“Once again a massive thank you.
With all we have
been through
this last year
we really do appreciate it”

“Great way to meet
other families”

14
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N the 10th of July 2018
CWCF celebrated being
20 years old and we wanted
to mark the time with our
families, so we organised a
Ball and what a Ball it was!
Over 300 CWCF family
members attended. Arriving
to see Cinderella with her
glass carriage and lots of
other princesses. They were
welcomed with a drink before
going into a lovely meal and
entertainment all evening by
singers and fun games.
On the back of our
newsletters is a ‘Friends of
CWCF’ form. Many people
fill it in, sending it to us with
a small donation. These
donations from the friends
and some other individuals
meant that we did not
have to charge our families
anything for the evening.
Time to forget what they
were going through with
treatment and time to spend
chatting or playing with
others who understood.
It was a fantastic evening
that everyone talked about
for a long time after.
If there is anyone reading
this who would like to
sponsor a ball for the CWCF
families, it would be lovely
to hear from you - 25 years
is not that far away.

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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CHRISTMAS PANTO
ONCE AGAIN WE HELD OUR MAGNIFICENT
CHRISTMAS PANTO PARTY for our families,

and 260 people braved the awful wind
and rain to see Dick Whittington and his
Cat. After the performance, characters from
the Panto joined us, and you can see from
the photos they had a good time too.
Later our children had lots of fun jumping
on the bouncy castle and dancing to the
disco. We send our thanks to ‘More Radio’
who collected new toys for the children
and also the W.I. who made up yummy

16

sweet cones. There were lots of crafts
available to try and also a photo booth
was enjoyed by the families. Some
wonderful face painting brought
a smile to everyone. The food was
excellent and then the special guest,
Father Christmas arrived
and of course he had
gifts for all the children.
How wonderful to see
so many families having
such a special time.

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

EASTBOURNE CARNIVAL

Superheroes

CWCF supporters marched along Eastbourne seafront at the town’s carnival in the Summer.
A fun time for everyone! You too could come and walk with us if you like. Please contact the office.

JUST AS IT SAYS
ON THE TIN…

On a lovely warm and sunny day in
May we held our Run to Run along
the Cuckoo Trail.
This event specifically raises money towards
running the office. We are so lucky to have
sponsorship for many of our expenses (including
the vital tea, coffee and biscuits), but we
obviously need funds for stationery and the like.
There was either a Mini Mile, 5km or 10km
distance for the entrants to choose from, and 71
enrolled for the challenge. Bananas and water
‘en route’ were kindly supplied by Tesco.
We made £500 for CWCF on the day. Thank
you to all the runners, marshals, and supporters
and of course ‘well done’ to all who took part.

URBAN JUMP
In February half term, our 13-18 year olds enjoyed
a fantastic afternoon of jumping at Urban Jump
trampoline park in Heathfield. The two-hour
jumping session involved a big game of dodgeball, flips off the trampolines and obstacle
climbing! The teenagers then enjoyed a delicious
basket meal in the Urban Jump café followed by
some cake, all whilst the parents chatted over a
cup of coffee! A massive thank you to Urban Jump
for being so accommodating, it was a truly
wonderful afternoon!

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE!
Space doesn’t permit
the printing of everyone’s story
so for all of you

A VERY BIG

THANK YOU

from all the team at CWCF

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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SPO RTING ACTIVITIES
suggest to us and we are gradually
For several years now CWCF have
? ? ? ? ? ? ?
trying ‘other things’ for those
been lucky enough to be able to
OF
families that think football is ‘the
send our families to Brighton & Hove
wrong shaped ball’ as Caroline
football, which we are continuing
used to say.
with, but due to amazing support
Thank you once again to the companies and
we have also been able to offer our families the
chance to see the Tennis at Eastbourne and even individuals like Sara D of Hastings and many others
a game or two of Rugby (if we can get the tickets). who raise funds for us, so we can give the families a
There are loads of sporting activities that our families treat they would not normally have.

A DAY OUT FOR THE FAMILIES
Time after time we see
friendships being made
at events like these
and quite
often the
friendships
last a life
time .

CWCF were very lucky
this year to have three
main sponsors, Greggs,
Eastbourne Borough
Council and Polegate
Co-op who paid for
the Entry, BBQ and
ice creams at the family
day out we organised near
Hailsham at Knockhatch.
As we support families
from all over East Sussex,
18

Brighton & Hove it’s a
great event where families
can catch up. Children
tend to be children and
play, but the adults can
also sit round and chat
with other parents who
are going through the
same as they are.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

FOLLERS MANOR
A huge thank you to Anne, Geoff and family for
inviting us into their beautiful home and
garden again. We sold lots of delicious
homemade cakes baked by our wonderful
volunteers. With the national garden scheme
and our cakes, we raised just short of a
whopping £2000! We cannot wait to join them
again this August.

2019’S CHARITY OF THE YEAR
FOR DRUSILLA’S

CWCF are very excited to be teaming up with LTC
roofing. Look out for our logos on their brand
new vans. It’s going to be an exciting year.

Would you
like some help
with writing
a Will ?

CWCF are very lucky to have been chosen as
Drusilla’s charity of the year, with benefits ranging
from days out for the CWCF families and 20% of
the donation given for adopting ‘Gordon the Sloth’.
We are also running a competition where we are
asking people who visit Drusilla’s to take a picture
of our logo whilst at Drusilla’s and post it up on
Social media, tagging CWCF & Drusilla’s. We are
then going to keep a list of their names and Zoe
will have a special prize in her Aladdin’s cave for
them. Our Logos and Banners can be found all
over the park, so go on snap away and post it up.

H
ON THE SLOT
ADOPT GORD
F.
C
MES TO CW
AND 20% CO

If so please contact
the office for details:

01323 488561
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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GARTER PARTY

The Queen hosted the annual Garter Day at Windsor Castle in June
and ten people from CWCF were lucky enough to be invited, and
what a splendid day it was.
We travelled in a luxury minibus, driven by John, a volunteer. The
weather was beautiful, and on arrival we were each given a rucksack
containing a picnic which had been individually chosen and packed
for us by Chris and Ursula. They even had the foresight to include
folding umbrellas, but it was so hot we needed to use them for
shelter from the sun rather than rain!
We loved watching all the soldiers and the Royal family driving
past in open carriages. The experience of actually being there made
it a memorable day for everyone.

The King’s Restaurant and Bistro at the East Sussex College Group served
more than 750 customers at each sitting on the run-up to Christmas.
The catering and hospitality students made up and raffled luxurious
food hampers and raised over £1,100. Chris was able to attend and to
thank them personally for their hard work on our behalf.

AFTERNOON TEA

The Bodyworks beauty salon
hold a Christmas Raffle each year
for local charities. CWCF was
their chosen charity. Chris went
along to collect the cheque for
the magnificent amount raised .
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The team at the Hawthorns
Complex hosted a Sussex
afternoon tea in aid of CWCF.
100 guests enjoyed tea,
scrumptious cakes and a raffle.
Live music was provided by local
duo Barnaby and Paula Pout,
and this made the afternoon
even more special. A big thank
you to everyone who helped
raise £1,150 for us. We have
already spent the money on an
Eastbourne family’s wishes..
Thank you so much to
everyone who attended and
donated to CWCF.

COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS
KITCHEN MAKEOVER
Late last year, Tesco Community
Champions Irene and Nicky
came along to the CWCF office
with their paintbrushes and
overalls and gave our kitchen a
much needed makeover!
Thank you so much Nicky and
Irene, you did an amazing job!

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

HEADMASTER
SHAVES HIS
BEARD OFF
FOR CWCF
BEFORE

GARDEN
PARTY
FOR CWCF

AFTER

In June, Mr and Mrs Logan
hosted their annual charity
Garden Party. We want to say a
HUGE ‘Thank you’ to them and
also our amazing volunteers for
helping on the day.
Our share of the sum raised
was in excess of £1,000.
Our volunteers worked all day
serving delicious refreshments
in the beautiful gardens, and the
picture shows them receiving
the cheque.

Chris Mellett, vice-principal of Portslade
Aldridge Community Academy challenged
Year 10 students Leanne Coltherd, Kaitlin
Emery and Daniella Birchley to raise £2,500
for Children with Cancer Fund and said
he would then do the deed of shaving off
his beard.
They raised close to £3,500 and
Mr Mellett duly took his seat in the
barber’s chair.
He said he had been approached by
other students and charities before to
shave his beard but finally decided to take
on the challenge this year.

CWCF was successful in our application for a donation
from the Argus Appeal. The Appeal has been working in
the heart of the community for 55 years and every penny
raised goes to the chosen charities. Our application was
supported by Juliet Smith DL, a good friend of the Appeal.
The £1,000 raised will go a long way to providing for our
families. Thank you to all the people that donated, what
lovely people you are.

ST JOHN’S

Christmas Fair
St John’s Christmas Fair in
Polegate was well attended.
It was a lovely sunny day and
people came out to support
the afternoon. CWCF had a stall
which raised £49 from running a
tombola and guess the weight
of the cake. A very popular game
which had people lining up to
have a go was the marble game
of putting as many marbles
into a hole in a flowerpot in
a limited amount of time.
A great afternoon.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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What an
awesome family
WALKIES
ANYONE??

In Bexhill one sunny day in July,
a dog walk/show and fete was
organised in memory of Thomas
Lawson. The magnificent sum
of £872 was raised and 200
humans and dozens of dogs
really enjoyed themselves.

WAITROSE

We are grateful to WAITROSE
who donated over £50 to us.
This was the proceeds from the
green tokens scheme whereby
customers select a particular
charity box to put their tokens in.
Thank you to all the customers
who chose us.

Logan decided to have his
head shaved and donate his
hair to make a wig for a child
with cancer, and the sponsor
money to come to CWCF.
His mum said she would have
hers done if he managed to
raise £2,500. True to her word,
she did and on the night
Logan’s sister decided to give
7” of her long hair as well.
In total, they raised over £3,100.
A BIG THANK YOU TO
EVERYONE INVOLVED

‘WIN a CAR for Christmas’

The Beacon held their annual
Charity Draw and CWCF were
invited to take part again. We
manned the stand for one day. We
worked in teams, some engaging
with the public encouraging
them to buy tickets, whilst others
manned the desks, filling in

addresses and telephone numbers.
The time passed very quickly and
a lot of money was raised.
Every ticket we sold for £1
meant we had raised that £1 for
CWCF, a win-win situation.
We will be there again this
year, (if asked). Please look out
for us and try your luck to win
a car. This will also help raise
our profile and funds. As in the
previous article The Wishing
Well that formed part of the
‘Nordic Scene’ also raised funds
for CWCF bringing the total
raised to £3400 this year which
enabled us to give more holiday
treats to our cancer families.

LEWES

Thank you to Tesco at Lewes
and our bucket collecters
who were in the store to raise
awareness of CWCF. It was a
successful day and £478 was
donated to help our families.
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Identity, based at Westham
Business Park, have chosen
us as their CHARITY OF
THE YEAR. The worldwide
conference organisers are
working alongside CWCF with
their expertise by supplying
banners and promotional
equipment free of charge.
As you can see the results are
magnificent.
www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

MEADOWS NURSERIES

TREASURER WANTED
Do you have a couple of hours a month
free? If you know SAGE and would like to
be part of a fantastic, caring charity

A big thank you to everyone at
Meadows Nurseries who have
donated to us, supporting all
our special days by asking the
children to come in dressed
accordingly. They have collection
buckets permanently that parents
put their coins in. They also send
us teddies, toys and bottles to
help at our fundraising events.
Thank you for your continued
support.

CALL: 01323 488561

COLOUR RUN

Some of the CWCF team had a blast at the colour
run, which raised lots of money for CWCF.

DALLINGTON
DONATION
An amazing £146 was raised by
Dallington Church of England
Primary School when they made a
collection at their Nativity Service.
Well done and thank you from CWCF.

INDOOR
BOWLS

Family treat

Thanks to Dave and Fi, yet
another of our cancer families
are going on a fantastic
break. For many years now
they have collected the £9.50
Sun Holiday tokens and
given them to us for a family.
It’s gestures like this that keeps
CWCF personal, meaning we
can offer it out as a special
one off treat. We never know
what sort of treats like this
we are going to
be offered, but
we do know
it really is
appreciated
by the families.

A very exciting day for CWCF,
our first Charity Bowls Day at
Eastbourne & District Indoor
Bowls Club! What an amazing
day it’s been, a teddy tombola,
raffle, guess the amount of
chocolate sprouts in the jar,
guess the weight of the toffee
basket and a fantastic game
of Bagatelle! All alongside the
bowls tournament! The wonderful
amount of £314.95 was raised.
Thank you so much.

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

LANGNEY BAG-PACKING
Just before Christmas, wonderful
Tesco in Langney invited CWCF
along for a day of bag-packing to
help raise funds and awareness
for the charity, as well as having
volunteers running on the
treadmill in the shopping centre
as an extra challenge! We were
also very kindly donated a
beautiful Christmas themed cake
from Juliette’s Cakes to help with
our fundraising on the day.
A huge thank you to Langney
Shopping Centre and Tesco for
having us and to Juliette’s Cakes
and all of the volunteers who
helped, we could not have done
it without you!
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Building the future
Repairing the past
Proud members of
Where reputation matters

THE COMPLETE SOLUTION FOR ALL OF YOUR
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
FROM YOUR ROOF
DOWN TO YOUR DRIVEWAY
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
ALL ROOFING REPAIRS
ALTERATIONS
Mobile : 07762 174307
Telephone : 01323 460028

www.ltc.roofingandbuilding.co.uk

A new concept in bedroom storage
01273 550050

Hair & Beauty Salon
4 Orchard Parade
Willingdon

01323 484343
Waxing • Facials • Self Tan
Massage • Manicures
Non Surgical Facelifts
Pedicures
Gift Vouchers Available
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FOR

QUALITY CHINESE • FAST FOOD CENTRE
OPEN DAILY 11.30am till 2pm
& 5pm till 11pm • Closed Mondays

printers for the newsletter
Caxton Mews · 42a Susans Road · Eastbourne · BN21 3TH

T: 01323 641272 · E: frank.daniel@btconnect.com

5/6 MIMRAM ROAD • STONE CROSS

01323 740168

Supporting a great cause and a great charity
TROPHIES & MEDALS
CORPORATE AWARDS
SPORTS KIT • SPORTS EQUIPMENT
WORKWEAR
PRINTWEAR & ENGRAVING
email: enquiries@winninglook.co.uk

www.winninglook.co.uk

A2/A3 Ropemaker Park · Diplocks Way
Hailsham · East Sussex · BN27 3GU

Tel: 01323 442319

Madeira

01323
419001

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES
ESTATE AGENTS
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE – NATIONWIDE COVERAGE

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATION

SALES & LETTINGS

✆ 01323 736000
We offer: A friendly, professional service

ANDY WHITE
CLEANING – WASTE CLEARANCE

HOME & OFFICE CLEANING
WINDOW CLEANING
CARPET CLEANING

Tel: 01323 722411 • Mob: 07768 985577

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 

FREE EPC and 3D FLOOR PLAN
Over 800 UK Offices
Exclusive London buyers
(Park Lane - London office)
EASTBOURNE

www.cavendishandcoestateagents.co.uk
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

PLEASE CAN YOU HELP
Bake a cake

Collect with
penny/loose change pots

Deliver our annual newsletter
Help in the office

Help at weekend fundraising events

If you would like to help, however little, however much,
we would love to hear from you.
Please call us on 01323 488561
or email us at info@childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk
26
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WHO WE ARE
PATRONS

IN THE OFFICE
Chris (Chairman)
Monday • Tuesday • Wednesday • Thursday • Friday
Shirley (Admin, Events, Wishes)

Juliet Smith JP DL

Monday • Tuesday • Wednesday • Thursday • Friday
Zoe (Charity Fundraiser)
Tuesday • Wednesday • Thursday • Friday
Chloe (Community)
Wednesday • Friday

Neil Pringle
BBC Southern
Counties Radio

Emma (Office Accounts)
Monday • Thursday

TRUSTEES
Chris Downton
James Denny
Ursula Downton
Greg Draven

Along with these there is a fantastic team of
volunteers who help to keep our charity going.

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk 
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Supporting families across East Sussex, Brighton & Hove

THANK YOU
There are so many people, groups
and businesses that have helped
CWCF this year and for this we
are truly grateful. Unfortunately
we only have a limited number
of pages in the newsletter so we
can’t do stories on everyone of you,
but we really do appreciate all of
your efforts. Please accept this as
a personal thank you from all of us
and the families we have supported
thanks to your money.

For those that don’t know CWCF was set up in
1998 by Ursula & Chris Downton with Kirsty
(Ursula’s sister) & James Denny. We wanted to
do something but could not decide what, so
one evening we went around the table saying
what we believed in. Two themes came out
of the conversation and they were children
and cancer. So from that night on we decided
to marry the two together and call ourselves
“CHILDREN WITH CANCER FUND”. Now with
the help of other friends, family and staff we
still go out having fun raising funds to grant
wishes to local children and their families who
have had or are suffering from cancer.

FRIENDS
OF CWCF

Please enrol me as a FRIEND of CWCF

If you would like to receive your
next newsletter by post please fill
out a form, just in case your street
gets missed next time.

Address…………………….…………………………………………………

CHILDREN WITH CANCER FUND
64 WINDSOR WAY
POLEGATE
EAST SUSSEX • BN26 6QF

Telephone……….…………………………………………………………….

Telephone:
01323 488561

I can deliver your newsletter in my area

Email:

info@childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

Web:

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk
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Mr/Mrs/Miss………………………………………………………………….

…………………….………………………Post code……………………….

Date………………………….….

I enclose a donation of £.....…….. for my “Friends” membership (optional)
Please tick this box if you would like to gift aid your donation

www.childrenwithcancerfund.org.uk

